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MINNEAPOLIS» Scientists
at the University of Minnesota
" reported Wednesday that they

* sion of the virus that causes
AIDS in animals, raising hopes
of a potential breakthrough in
the battle against the world-
wide epidemic.

The scientists were able to
prevent infection in a group of
female monkeys by treating
them with a gel containing a
common food additive, known
as glycerol monolaurate, or

GML, before they were ex-

posed to the virus,

The discovery, reported
Wednesday in the journal Na-
ture, could lead to a novel and
effective way to prevent sexual
transmission in women, said
Dr. Ashley Haase, who led the
study with fellow microbiolo-
gist Patrick Schlievert.

Haase cautioned that the

study was small and has only.

. been tried in animals. But if it
works this well in humans, he
said, “it could contribute to sav-
ing millions of lives.”

This treatment, researchers
say, would not help anyone
who is already infected. The
hope is that it may prevent new
infections. -
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GMLmay insert into membranes, coating human
cells preventing them from releasing factors that
bring in more human T cells to be infected by the
HIV virus (that causes AIDS)...
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